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January Chamber Events 

11:30 AM Monday 

January 9 & 23 

Armed Forces Committee 

Cloverleaf Sports Bar & Grill   

(1240 Hollis Street) 

11:00 a.m. no host lunch 

Chair ðCris Larsen, The Great 

Cris 

 

11:30 AM Thursday,  

January 12 

Membership and Marketing       

Committee  

Cloverleaf Sports Bar & Grill   

(1240 Hollis Street) 

 

11:30 AM Tuesday,  

January 17 

General Membership 

Luncheon 
Guest speaker: 
John Powers 
Executive Director, Kitsap 
Economic Development 
Alliance 
Kitsap Conference Center 
(100 Washington Avenue, 
Bremerton)                     

Sponsored by: Ameriprise 

Financial Services 

 

7:30 AM Friday         

January 20 

Board Meeting 

Kitsap Credit Union 

 

5:30 PM, Thursday 

January 26 

Chamber After-Hours Social 

Union Bank 

3651 Wheaton Way, 

Bremerton 

 

 

2012 Chamber Agenda Busy, Meaningful 
 

“Many hands make light work” goes the saying 
that underscores the worth of broad involvement 

on large tasks.  With what is on our chamber 
agenda for 2012, I would add “of meaningful 
and important goals.”   Bear in mind, all of what 
the chamber does has a role in enhancing the 
viability of business in our community. Earning 
uppermost importance on our agenda is the 
Armed Forces Festival, a huge community 
celebration honoring our active duty, retired and 
former armed forces personnel and our area’s 
remarkable military heritage. 
 

An annual event since 1948, the festival includes a 
range of activities over a period of weeks, 
culminating in the AFF Parade May 19.  Conducted 
by the chamber, and in particular Festival     
Chairperson Cris Larsen, the Armed Forces Festival 

carries significant value to our community, value both economic and 
emotional.  Among the many, many ways your business could participate in 
the    festival is serving as a sponsor in any one of a number of such 
opportunities.   Details of the range of sponsorships is available at 
www.bremertonchamber.org and click on Armed Forces Festival.   Or, attend 
a sponsor information reception to be held at the Toro Lounge on Tuesday, 
January 17 at 5:30 p.m.. You may RSVP to the reception at 
chamber@bremertonchamber or 479-3579. 
 

Other key work of the chamber includes growing and retaining membership, 
primarily through assuring a return on member financial investment. 
Providing and encouraging member/business visibility rests at the heart of 
that objective. 
 

Other events will call for special efforts.  Among them is the West Sound 
Business EXPO to be held 2 p.m.-7 p.m. Thursday, February 16, at the Kitsap 
Sun Pavilion. We’ll encourage honor civic involvement and achievement with 

the Hyas Tyee/Thunderbird awards a couple of months after that.  Our 
planned monthly luncheons and after-hours event provide warm and 
enjoyable means of valuable member interaction and networking. 
 

And then…well, I could go on, but we all have work to do, business to      
conduct and goals to reach.   We can reach them and fulfill 
meaningful work together through this chamber of commerce.  Follow our 
calendar of meaningful work and opportunities planned for 2012 through 
this newsletter, our web site and Facebook page, among 

other means.  I thank you for your involvement, and remain… 

aŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ .ǊŜƳŜǊǘƻƴΦ 
 

Mike  

President’s Message  

Mike Stevens -  
Chamber President 

Kitsap Sun 

B R E M E R T O N  A R E A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  N E W S L E T T E R  



 

Diamond, Platinum, and Gold Anchor Members 

Renewing Members 

The Chamber Voice 

SILVER ANCHOR MEMBERS 

AHEARN ELECTRIC, INC 

BREMERTON SCHOOL 

    DISTRICT 

COSTCO WHOLESALE- 

   SILVERDALE 

EPISCOPAL RETIREMENT 

   COMMUNITIES 

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES 

HAMPTON INN & SUITES 

KITSAP BANK 

KITSAP CREDIT UNION 

KPS HEALTH PLANS 

OLYMPIC COLLEGE 

PROPEL INSURANCE 

PUGET SOUND ENERGY 

SUQUAMISH CLEARWATER 

   CASINO RESORT 

VIKING FENCE COMPANY 

WAL-MART 

BRONZE ANCHOR MEMBERS 

ADVANTAGE NISSAN/ 

   ADVANTAGE USED 

   CAR&TRUCK CENTER 

ALLSTATE INSURANCE–  

   BETTY SKINNER 

AMERICAN FINANCIAL 

    SOLUTIONS 

B&B AUTO REPAIR, INC 

BAYMONT INN & SUITES 

BRADLEY SCOTT, INC. 

BREMERTON PATRIOT 

CASCADE NATURAL GAS 

CLIFF’S CYCLE CENTER 

COCA-COLA REFRESHMENTS 

COLUMBIA STATE BANK 

DC CARPET & CLEANING 

EXCEL BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC. 

GARGUILE’S RED APPLE 

KITSAP MALL 

MCCORMICK WOODS GOLF 

   COURSE & RESTAURANT 

OXFORD INN 

OXFORD SUITES 

OYSTER BAY INN 

PARAMETRIX 

PARATRANSIT SERVICES 

PAUL DAVIS RESTORATION & 

    REMODELING 

PENINSULA SERVICES 

RELIABLE STORAGE 

UNION BANK 

UNITED MOVING & STORAGE 

Bold denotes members at the Bronze Anchor Advantage level or higher 

/ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘΧΦΦ 
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60 Years 

Bank of America 

29 Years 

Puget Sound Energy 

16 Years 

Azteca Mexican Restaurant 

11-15 Years 

Muscular Dystrophy Association 

 

6-10 Years 

Port of Brownsville 

Strategy Real Estate 

Zack Corporate Housing 

1-5  Years 

Liberty Bay Bank 

Olympic Peninsula Building & Construction 

Trades Council 

Puget Sound Naval Bases Association 

Greg Wheeler 

Your Chamber Representatives 

Officers 

Mike Stevens, President Kitsap Sun 

Samantha Alden, President-Elect, 

Parametrix 

Stacey Tucker, Vice President, Chico 

   Towing 

WƻŜ wƻǎȊŀƪΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ Kitsap 

   Mental Health Services 

/ƭŀǊƪŜ ²ƘƛǘƴŜȅΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ /ƭŀǊƪŜ 

    ²ƘƛǘƴŜȅΣ /t! 

Shawn Cucciardi Past President, 

McCormick Woods Golf Course  

   & Restaurant 

 

Board of Directors 

Steve Green, Land Title Company of 

    Kitsap County 

Joan Hanten, Olympic College 

Scott Houmes, Silver City Brewery 

Carlos Jara, Isella Salon Spa LLC 

Lisa Jewett, Gravity Payments 

Mary Anne Mascianica, PSNS &  IMF 

Bryan McConaughy, SAFE Boats 

    International 

Leah Olson, Kitsap Credit Union 

Vic Ulsh, Bradley Scott, Inc. 

 

Chamber Staff 

Michael Strube, Executive Director 

Frank Gentile, Operations Manager 

Cec Kolb, Accounting & Plan Center 

Cris Larsen, Armed Forces Chair 
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The Chamber Voice 

Did you know the Bremerton Chamber has a YouTube Channel? My New Years Resolution for the   

Chamber is to do more of our “Spotlight on a Member” videos this year, one per month is my goal! 

As I was sitting here pondering what to write about this month, I stumbled across some interesting facts 

about YouTube…(Google makes everyone smarter!) 

Did you know….. 

YouTube was created by Chad Hurley, Steve Chen, and Jawed Karim in 2005. The three founders knew 

each other from working together at another Internet start up, PayPal. In fact, Hurley designed the Pay-

Pal logo after reading a Wired article about the online payment company and e-mailing the startup in 

search of a job. YouTube was initially funded by bonuses received following the eBay buy-out of Pay-

Pal. You could argue that if there was no PayPal, there would be no YouTube.  

The founding trio didn’t come up with the YouTube concept straight away. Legend has it that YouTube 

began life as a video dating site dubbed “Tune In Hook Up,” said to be influenced by HotorNot. The 

three ultimately decided not to go that route. The inspiration for YouTube as we know it today is credit-

ed to two different events. The first was Karim’s inability to find footage online of Janet Jackson’s 

“wardrobe malfunction,” and the second when Hurley and Chen were unable to share video footage of 

a dinner party due to e-mail attachment limitations.  

The “Rickroll” 

The first instance of a “Rickroll” appeared on YouTube way back in 2007. Apparently, it is the evolution 

of a 4chan prank that originally “duckrolled” users via links that led to a duck on wheels. Now a classic 

in its own right, the Rickroll has become what must be the most common online practical joke. Back in 

2008, at the height of the phenomenon, a SurveyUSA poll suggested over 18 million U.S. adults had 

been Rickrolled — perhaps more, given that Rick Astley himself participated in a mass-Rickrolling in that 

year’s Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.  (If you haven’t been “Rickrolled” let me know and I will send 

you the link…) 

As of February 2011, YouTube has 490 million unique users worldwide per month, who rack up an esti-

mated 92 billion page views each month. We spend around 2.9 billion hours on YouTube in a month — 

over 325,000 years. And those stats are just for the main YouTube website — they don’t incorporate 

embedded videos or video watched on mobile devices.  

Social media-related YouTube stats are just as impressive. YouTube says that on average there are 

more than 400 tweets per minute containing a YouTube link. Meanwhile, over on Facebook over 150 

years worth of YouTube videos are watched every single day.  

 

So why, you might ask, am I talking about this? YouTube, along 

with Social Media, is the preferred media for the masses. Most 

smart phones and digital cameras now take video, and you  

never know what video is going to go “viral” … How can you  

and your business take advantage of YouTube and integrate it 

into your social media business plan? 

(Facts courtesy of mashable.com) 

 

 

QR Code for iPhone/iPad  

Michael Strube, Executive Director 

!ƴŘǊƻƛŘ aƻōƛƭŜ !ǇǇ 
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The Chamber Voice 

LUNCHEON AND 

TABLE 

SPONSORSHIPS 

ARE AVAILABLE 

CALL THE 

CHAMBER FOR 

DETAILS! 

Chamber Events 

December Luncheon New Members 

Melinda McClean and Nancy McDonald 
St. Vincent De Paul Thrift Store 

Gwyn Betz 

Seacret Direct Skin Care 

Ann Rudnicki 

Kitsap Adult Center for Education 

[ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊ 

Iƻƭƭȅ Iŀƭƭ 

CƻǊŜǎǘ wƛŘƎŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

[ŀƴŎŜ CƻƴƎ 

¢ǊƻǇƘȅ [ŀƪŜ DƻƭŦ 

5ŜōōƛŜ DǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ IŜƭŜƴ .ƛŜǊǎŀŎƪ 

wŜtƻǿŜǊ .ǊŜƳŜǊǘƻƴ 

ά5ŜŜ YƛƴŘŜǊέ [ƛŦŜǝƳŜ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ 

!ƴƴŜǧŀ YƴƛƎƘǘ 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊǎ {ƛƭǾŀ YƭŀǘƳŀƴ ϧ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ǘǊǳōŜ 
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The Chamber Voice 

December After-Hours Social at Land Title of  Kitsap County 

Thank you to Gene Kennedy, Steve Green, Cris Larsen and the staff of Land 

Title  of Kitsap County for hosting the December Event 

THE 2012 

CHAMBER AFTER 

HOURS 

SCHEDULE IS 

ALMOST FULL! 

CALL THE 

CHAMBER OFFICE 

TO BOOK YOUR 

EVENT! 

Welcome to our New Members! 

Gordon Sound is the only full service professional sound company on the Kitsap and Olympic Peninsulas. 
Offering a full line of Sound Production, Audio/Visual and DJ services, Gordon Sound can help you with all 
of your event needs. Let us do it for you or rent the equipment. We can work with any budget. 
Contact:   Sunny Saunders Houson  360-692-2957   P. O Box 281, Silverdale sunny@gordonsound.com  
www.gordonsound.com 
 

Johnny Tsunami is located in the Kitsap area of Western Washington, they know the problems specific to 
the Northwest and how best to deal with them. Whether it be moss, algae, mold, mildew, dust, mud-- we're 
the ones to call!   They serve the Kitsap & Greater Seattle area with the best of residential and industrial 
cleaning solutions. Also, worry not when it comes to plants, soil and animal life around your home or business, 
because Johnny Tsunami uses only environmentally safe washing solutions to do the job. Contact:  Jonathan 
Porter    440-6301  7349 Morning view Avenue NE, Bremerton   johnnytsunamiwash@gmail.com   
www.getjohnny.com 
 

North Coast Electric is family owned and operated since 1913, is one of the largest and fastest growing 
electrical distributors in the nation with 33 locations operating in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Alaska, and 
Arizona. As a full line electrical distributor, we supply a wide range of electrical equipment to the electrical 
contractor, factory automation, industrial MRO, and commercial & institutional markets. 
Contact:  Chris Fallstead   360-479-5425 239 Bruenn Avenue, Bremerton   twoltjer@ncelec.com   
www.northcoastelectric.com 
 

Seacret Direct Skin Care, the Dead Sea provides some of the most concentrated, natural mineral salts and 
mineral-rich mud in the world. They are essential to the health of your skin. These minerals, taken directly 
from the sea, are infused into every Seacret product. Contact Gwyn Betz  253-225-9424 6650 Longlake 
Rd SE #2   jasminegirl@live.com   www.SeacretDirect.com/gwynbetz  
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The Chamber Voice 

Members in the News 

Kitsap Credit Union announces that the Asset-Building Coalition (ABC) of Kitsap County is reaching out to residents to inform them of an 
opportunity to receive up to $5,751 through the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), which is a refundable federal income tax credit for 
low-income working individuals and families. According to the IRS, only 4 out of 5 taxpayers claim their EITC refund, and this means 
losses of thousands of dollars for our community.  Even if you didn't earn enough money to file a tax return you may still qualify for a 
refund.   
 

Jan. 27, 2012 is officially declared EITC Awareness Day by the IRS.  Residents can find out more information through the Kitsap 
Community Resources web site at www.kcr.org, or they can call 2-1-1.  Free tax preparation services are available through the AARP 
Tax-Aide at eleven locations throughout the county.   
 

To be eligible for the tax credit, earned income and adjusted gross income (AGI) must each be less than: 
Å $43,998 (or $49,078 if married filing jointly) with 3 or more qualifying children 
Å $40,964 (or $46,044 if married filing jointly) with 2 qualifying children. 
Å $36,052 (or $41,132 if married filing jointly) with 1 qualifying child 
Å $13,660 (or $18,740 if married filing jointly) with no qualifying children 
 

The EITC has no effect on certain welfare benefits. In most cases, EITC payments will not be used to determine eligibility for Medicaid, 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), food stamps, low-income housing or most Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
payments.   
 

         Coalition members encourage those who receive the tax credit to invest it in an asset, such as a house,                            
 college tuition, starting a business, or even paying off debt. 
 

The ABC of Kitsap also announces its fourth Super Saturday Information Fair on February 11, 2012.  This free 
event is open to the public and will be held at Kitsap Community Resources, 845 8th Street, in Bremerton from 
10:00am - 2:00 pm.  Free tax preparation by AARP Tax-Aide, free credit reports and credit counseling, financial 
aid information, how to start your own business, low-income home ownership  and many more free services will be 
available. 
 

Attendees wishing to file for their EITC refund need to bring the following with them to Super Saturday: 
 

 Social security card for each person on the tax return 

 Photo identification 

 All 2011 income documents (W-2, W2G, F-1099s, F-1099R) from all employers and banks 

 Copy of last year’s tax return 

 Childcare provider name, address and tax ID number 

Bank account and routing number for direct deposit (if applicable) 
 

The coalition currently includes representatives from AARP Tax Aide, American Financial Solutions, Bremerton 
Housing Authority, College Success Foundation, Columbia Bank, Connection Credit Union, Department of Social 
and Health Services, Habitat For Humanity, Housing Kitsap, Internal Revenue Service, Kitsap Community 
Resources, Kitsap Credit Union, Olympic College, Union Bank, United Way, US Bank and Washington C.A.S.H.  
 

The Asset Building Coalition of Kitsap’s purpose is to gather local community partners who share similar interests in 
improving financial education for Kitsap County.  The Coalition is dedicated to assisting community members in 
achieving financial stability.  

ARE YOU TAKING FULL 

ADVANTAGE OF ALL OF 

YOUR CHAMBER 

BENEFITS? 

CALL THE CHAMBER 

OFFICE AT (360)479-

3579 

AND WE WILL REVIEW 

YOUR ACCOUNT! 
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The Chamber Voice 

Members in the News 

The Kitsap County Historical Society is 
presenting a special Magic Lantern Show on 
January 20, 2012, at the Bremerton 
Community Theatre on Lebo Blvd. Shel Izen’s  
Snow Crystal show is an exploration of 
snowflakes, based on the work of “The 
Snowflake Man” Wilson Bentley (1865-
1931). 
 

The program starts at 5:30 with a wine, 
cheese, and snowflake reception, followed 
by the Magic Lantern Show. Tickets are 
available at the Kitsap History Museum and 
are priced at $40 adults, $30 KCHS 
members, and $20 children aged 16 and 
under.  
 

Magic Lanterns were introduced in the 1600s 
and represent the earliest form of slide 
projection. Shel Izen, a snow crystal and 
Wilson Bentley enthusiast, will use his vintage 
Lantern projector to show original Bentley 
glass lantern slides. A native of Jericho, 
Vermont, Wilson Bentley was the first person 
to photograph a single snow crystal in 1885. 
During his lifetime he captured the images of 
more than 5,000 snowflakes, discovering that 
no two snowflakes were alike.  
 
J. Michael Koch & Associates are pleased 
to announce that December marked Mike 
Koch’s 40th Anniversary in the practice of 
law here in Kitsap County. Mike graduated 
from UW  School of Law and began his 
service to Kitsap County as a young 
prosecutor in 1971. Two  years later, in 
1973, he opened the doors to his first office 
as a private practitioner in Silverdale. 
 Mike has devoted his professional career to 
the citizens and community of Kitsap County. 
He  has volunteered his professional services 
as pro-bono counsel for the Bremerton 

Community Theater and the Kitsap County 
Destruction Derby Association.  Among the 
many community  groups and activities he 
has participated in over the last four 
decades, Mike has served as  president of 
the Kitsap County Bar association and of the 
Silverdale Rotary, continuing to  remain an 
active member in both.  Mike would like to 
thank his clients, staff, attorneys, friends and 
the community to which  he has dedicated his 
practice for his success and the happiness he 
has found here. 
 

When asked, Mike says that he has no plans 
to retire and will likely “die with his boots 
on.”  
 
Collective Visions Gallery announces that 
over 130 artworks by artists from across the 
state of Washington will be on view at the 
Collective Visions Gallery at the Fifth Annual 
CVG Show which opens January 28.  
Competition to get in the show was tough. 
The exhibition juror, Kathleen Moles, Curator 
of Exhibitions at the Museum of Northwest 
Art (MoNA) in La Conner, WA, selected the 
show from over 800 pieces in all art media 
that were entered by over 265 artists into 

the competition.  
 

Over $6,000 in prize money that will go to 
the winners of prizes that will be awarded in 
each of three categories from the actual 
artwork once the exhibition has been 
installed.  The top prize will be the $1500 
“Mayor’s Award” for best of show. The 
awards will be presented at a ceremony on 
the evening of January 28.   Due to space 
limitations, this ceremony is by invitation 
only.  Award winners will be posted when the 
show opens at 1 pm Sunday, January 29.  

 

The gallery will host a series of gallery talks 
and events designed to enhance the public’s 
appreciation and understanding of the 
broad array of art and ideas that is 
represented in this exhibition.   A public 
reception for the show will be held during the 
traditional “First Friday Art Walk” from 5 to 
9 pm on February 3.  In a departure from 
prior years the viewing public is invited to 
cast votes for the $300 “People’s Choice 
Award” for the duration of the show.  A 
special ceremony to present the People’s 
Choice Award will be held  February 24 at 
7:00 p.m., and will feature a gallery talk by 
Tom Jay, a nationally known sculptor and 
owner of The Lateral Line Bronze Casting 
Studio. 
 

NOTE:  the Collective Visions Gallery will be 
closed to the public from January 15 through 
January 27 to facilitate preparations for this 
exhibit. 
 

For details call the gallery at 377 8327 or 
Alan Newberg at 551 7526. 
 
Kitsap Mental Health Services (KMHS) 
announces Beki Lischalk has joined as 
Director of Human Resources.  Ms. Lischalk 
comes to KMHS with extensive experience in 
the health care arena, and holds advanced 
certification as a Senior Professional of 
Human Resources (SPHR). She is President of 
the Washington State Healthcare Human 
Resources Association and an active member 
in both the Society of Human Resource 
Management and the American Society for 
Healthcare Human Resources 
Administration. 

The Kitsap Economic Development Alliance hosts the 14th Annual Decision Makers Breakfast on January 24th from 7:00 – 10:00 a.m.  
at the Kitsap Conference Center, Bremerton Harborside.  Acclaimed economist, John W. Mitchell Ph.D., Principal, M & H Economic 
Consultants, returns to deliver the 2012 Economic Forecast and provide valuable insight for the coming year. 
 

In addition to Mitchell’s presentation, George Northcroft, GSA Regional Administrator NW Region will discuss regional opportunities 
related to federal contracts. 
 

Kitsap business leaders John Gardner, Dean, Bainbridge Graduate Institute; Clif McKenzie, CEO, Watson and Steve Rice; Senior 
Principal, Rice Fergus Miller Architecture & Planning  will participate in a panel discussion, "Green Grows the Bottom Line" moderated 
by sustainability expert and consultant, Kathleen O’Brien of O’Brien & Company. 
 

Following the Decision Makers Breakfast, attendees will have the opportunity to learn more about doing business with the government 
by attending a free workshop presented by GSA Small Business Utilization Program Manager, Kenyon Taylor. The workshop takes 
place from 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in the Oyster Bay Room and is free to Decision Makers attendees or their designees; however 
seating is limited and preregistration is required. Contact Theresa Mangrum at 360-479-3712 or email Mangrum@kitsapeda.org  to 
secure your reservation. 
 

Å Registration: Online at www.kitsapeda.org or call 360/377-9499 
Å Cost: $50 KEDA investor partners / $75 non-investor partners, $450 - Reserved tables for 10 



286 Fourth Street  Phone 360-479-3579 E-mail: chamber@bremertonchamber.org   

Bremerton, WA 98337 Fax: 360-479-1033 www.bremertonchamber.org 

       www.facebook.com/bremertonareachamber 
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